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SOCIETY
HANDBOOK

EVENT HEALTH
AND SAFETY

RISK
ASSESSMENT
As is the case for all events, health and safety 
risk assessments must be carried out for all
society activities.

Risk assessments are legal documents required 
under Health & Safety law and each UUSU         
society is responsible for carrying out its own risk 
assessments. All risk assessments must be done 
before the activity takes place. There are two 
main types of risk assessment required. 

1. If your society holds a regular event such as 
a gaming night, pizza night etc throughout 
the year you can do a generic risk assessment 
for the entire year, adding to it should any 
changes to your regular event occur or if an 
incident takes place. 

2. If you are holding a one off event such as 
a live music session, quiz or fundraiser you 
must complete a risk assessment for that   
specific event. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO
You should first of all plan your event and
identify where the event is going to take place. 
You should visit the venue and with your event in 
mind, identify any potential risks.

Consider what may cause 
harm to participants and 
what you can do to 
minimise harm by 
identifying and putting 
in place appropriate 
control measures.

As Risk Assessment is a
tool for conducting a 

formal examination of the 
harm or hazard to people, 

in this case UUSU’s staff and 
students, that could result 

from an activity, event or 
situation

Every society will have specific hazards that need 
to be assessed, but general risk assessments 
should consider the following, basic hazards: 
• Safeguarding of students 
• Travel 
• Manual handling 
• Environmental factors 
• Slip and trip hazards - cables, ramps, steps etc 
• Equipment and machinery used 
• Lone working 
• Substances hazardous to health 
• Noise 
• Accessibility - ramps, lifts etc 
• Access and exits 
• Unauthorised access to prohibited areas etc
• Potential of violence/social disturbance 
• Access to alcohol 

EDGE
AWARD

Completing the Ulster EDGE 
Award will help you develop 
the skills you need for a 
successful future career.

FIND OUT MORE
You can find out more about the EDGE 
Award by checking out the
Employability and Careers website   

To qualify for the Committee Member 
EDGE Activity you must have completed 
the following tasks:
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‧	 You will have completed committee 			 
	 member training with your UUSU 			 
	 Activities Team.

‧	 You will have actively fulfilled your 		  	
	 committee role; working closely 
	 with other members of your committee, 		
	 delivering events and activities for your 		
	 members, and liasing with your Student 		
	 Activities Team.

Holding a committee member role in a 
society is an EDGE accredited activity. 

READY TO GET 
STARTED?
Register for EDGE here!    

‧	 You will have completed the UUSU 		  	
	 Committee Member End of Year Survey 
	 (you will be emailed this directly before 		
	 the end of Semester 2).

https://www.ulster.ac.uk/employability/edge
https://www.ulster.ac.uk/employability/edge/getting-started-with-edge

